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Upcoming Dates


�
�
Oct. 2�
Vision Screening for Gr. 5, 7 & other students�
�
Oct. 2�
Parent Council Meeting, 3:30 p.m. in Staff Room�
�
Oct. 3


�
Walk to School Day�
�
Oct. 5�
PA Day (no school for students)�
�
Oct. 8�
Thanksgiving Holiday�
�
Oct. 10�
Cross Country Meet at Thomson Park�
�
Oct. 15-17�
Gr. 6 students to SOES/Kearney�
�
Oct. 16�
“Tea & Talk”, 9:00 a.m. in Library�
�
Oct. 16 �
Imani Program Begins�
�
Oct. 16�
IEPs Go Home�
�
Oct. 23�
School Photo Day�
�
Oct. 26�
Character Ed. Assembly�
�
Oct. 31�
Halloween�
�
October is Somali Heritage, Islamic Heritage & Women’s History Months at the TDSB!
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A Message from Your School Administration Team


We are pleased that the start of the school year is going smoothly. Our students are adjusting to the rules and routines of our school and engaging in various learning opportunities. It was wonderful to see so many families out at our Curriculum Night, meeting our staff, visiting classrooms, and learning about their child’s programs.





Since our first newsletter, we have had many staff changes. In Gr. 4/5, we have Ms. Bailey filling in for Mr. Perera, who got promoted to Robotics Administrator in the TDSB. In Gr. 1, Ms. Quintyn is currently supplying for Ms. Love, who is on a leave until her baby is born. We welcome Ms. Kinghan, our new Child and Youth Worker who will be supporting various students and teachers throughout the school. Ms. Jesrin is a new permanent Lunchroom Supervisor working with Gr. 1-8 students. We are very fortunate to have these dedicated professionals join our St. Margaret’s staff.





Recently, we also learned that our School Superintendent, Ms. Persaud, will be moving to a new network and Ms. Robinson Petrazzini will be replacing her. Ms. Robinson Petrazzini is familiar with our school and community, and is looking forward to meeting all stakeholders in the near future. Ms. Cardoza is our new Community Support Worker, replacing Mr. Vivekananthan. Ms. Finkeldey, our Guidance Counsellor for many years, has moved to new schools and Ms. Sebbio will be replacing her. We look forward to their support throughout the school year.  If you have any questions regarding any of our staff changes, please do not hesitate to call us.





In Partnership,





Ms. R. Tohana			Mr. R. Robinson


Principal			Vice-Principal
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New Ward Boundaries��On Dec. 1, 2018, new ward boundaries will come into effect for the TDSB. ��These changes are a result of the Government of Ontario’s decision to reduce Toronto City Council from 47 to 25 councillors and realign the City of Toronto’s ward electoral boundaries to reflect provincial electoral ridings. By law, the TDSB is required to align its ward electoral boundaries with the city’s.  ��To view the new map and to see which schools will belong to each ward, please visit New Ward Boundaries on tdsb.on.ca at � HYPERLINK "http://www.tdsb.on.ca/Leadership/Boardroom/Municipal-Election-2018/New-Ward-Boundaries" �http://www.tdsb.on.ca/Leadership/Boardroom/Municipal-Election-2018/New-Ward-Boundaries�














October’s Character Trait





This month’s focus is:


RESPONSIBILITY





“The time is always right to do what is right.”





~ Martin Luther King Jr.





�
�






Working Together to Ensure Student Success


In order to ensure the best possible education for your child, it is necessary for them to attend school regularly. A student’s academic progress depends on regular class attendance. Research also indicates that attendance patterns and attitudes are developed at an early age. Students are expected to fully participate in learning opportunities and complete all assignments and tests when they are absent. 





We encourage families to plan extended vacations when school is not in session, if possible. Extended absences can result in gaps in student learning. Regular attendance and punctuality are important in order for students to be successful at school.





You can help ensure your child’s success by:


Being involved in your child’s education;


Knowing our school’s schedule;


Communicating regularly with your child’s teacher (the agenda is an excellent communication tool);


Informing the school if your child is going to be absent or late;


Ensuring that your child gets a good night’s sleep so that they have the energy they need for the next day.








Health & Wellness





International Walk to School Day


On Wednesday, October 3rd, our school will be participating in International Walk to School Day. On this day, students and families are encouraged to join schools across the country in celebrating this day by walking to and from school. As an Into Kids’ Health School and Platinum Eco School, walking to school promotes a healthy lifestyle and reduces pollution in our community by keeping our cars at home. Research has also shown that those who use active and sustainable modes of transportation experience benefits of mental and physical health and well-being, are better prepared to learn, and are more connected to their communities.





Student Success





School Advisory/Parent Council Meeting





We will be having our first Parent Council meeting on Tuesday, October 2nd at 3:30 p.m. in the Staff Room. If you require childcare or an interpreter, please call the office at 416.396.6550 and let Ms. Nour know.





We hope to see many new and returning parents/caregivers at our meeting. This is your opportunity to hear what is happening at our school and get involved in your child(ren)’s education.











School Updates








Terry Fox Walk


Last Friday, students from kindergarten to Grade 8 participated in our Annual Terry Fox Walk. It was a beautiful fall afternoon to be outside getting exercise, while raising money for cancer research. We appreciate everyone’s donations to the Terry Fox Foundation.  If you haven’t already brought in your “Toonies for Terry”, you can still do so this week. Special thanks to Ms. Carson and Ms. Bentley for organizing this year’s walk.
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Orange Shirt Day


On Friday, September 28th, staff and students participated in Orange Shirt Day at St. Margaret’s Public School. Orange Shirt Day recognizes the impact of the residential school system on First Nations, Metis, and Inuit families and communities. It is a day that honours those who survived residential schools and remembers those who did not.  It was created by Phyllis Webstad, who was forced to attend a residential school when she was just six years old. She entered the school in 1973 wearing a brand new orange shirt that was immediately taken by the staff and replaced with a uniform.  She never saw the shirt again, and began to associate the colour orange with the traumatic experiences in the school, and the loss of her language and cultural identity. In 2013, Webstad transformed her negative experiences into something positive by creating a nationally recognized Orange Shirt Day. Wearing orange shirts on September 28th helped us move towards truth and reconciliation, reinforcing that every child matters.
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